^   THEORY AND PRACTICE OF EDUCATION

tenement who knows more about the facts of birth than
many a teacher does is often acutely interested in them,
Indeed, sex is naturally interesting to most people as the
number of novel readers and play-goers testifies.
Why, then, try to ignore the interest and fob children
ofibyvery elementary and often inaccurate biology lessons?
Surely, if their first questions are answered, surely if no
mystery is made about the whole process, the healthy child
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with a full and busy life will no more brood over sex than
do his elders. The unhealthy child who is the habitual
masturbator needs help and not punishment, Probably
a psychologist will be of far more use to him than Ms
parents or teacher,